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Weekly Newsletter – Issue 02 23rd September 22  
 

School Road,  

Bovington  

BH20 6PF 
 

The theme of this week is progress. Last week, I expressed that 

HSD reached a milestone in its journey. But I suppose the 

significance of any particular milestone is dependent on 

perspective and context. For the staff that have worked at 

HSD every day since September 2019, last week felt like an 

enormous achievement. For newer members of staff, their 

perspective will understandably be different. Looking through 

the lens of Delta Education Trust as a whole, we are one 

piece of a larger movement to increase provision for young 

people where it is most needed and support all children to 

receive the high-quality education they are entitled to. On a 

more micro, rather than macro scale, we measure and 

witness progress daily at HSD, and this appreciation of what 

progress looks like for an individual child is at the heart of our 

provision; progress is context dependent and should be 

celebrated at every opportunity. Below are summaries of just 

a few of the conversations that I have been lucky to be 

involved with this week (children’s names changed): 

- We had the most incredible day at Aweigh School! Gemma climbed 
every one of the 490ft to the top of Verne Hill on Portland. 
Independently.  

- What adjustments can we make to Steven’s maths curriculum? He is 
Cornerstones 3 (Year 7) and just scored 75% on a GCSE practice paper. 

- Charlotte wasn’t able to join the full HEAL session this morning. She 
spoke to me and explained what had happened. 

- Chris was in school every morning this week. He was last week too. 
What is the next step? I wonder if we should try . . .  

Very different contexts and examples, but every one an 

absolute triumph and a credit to the children, families and 

staff that supported things to move things forward just a little 

bit from where they were the week before. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday 13th October:  School Nursing 

team will be in school to provide Flu 

Immunisations 

Friday 14th October:  Family Friday 

 

This week’s attendance 

  Whole school attendance: 60.30% 

Authorised absences:   36.89% 

Unauthorised absences: 2.81% 

Figures reflect transition timetables of 

students new to HSD. 

 

Safeguarding 

 
Helen Bradley 

 

Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (DSL) 

Harbour School Dorset is 

committed to safeguarding and 

promoting the welfare of children.  

If you have a safeguarding 

concern, please contact Helen. 
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School Snapshots 
 
This week our Post 16 students have been cooking up 

delicious dishes… 

 

Every week one of our staff members will give you an insight into 

their week, in just 100 words!   This week we have James 

Pickering, our Grandin 1 teacher. 

 

When I told people around me that I was going to be 

teaching at Harbour School Dorset for the first time after 

training, many of them said something similar to this: ‘nothing 

prepares you for teaching, other than teaching.’ Upon 

reflection, this is entirely true. However, I have been delighted 

with the amount of support, kindness and experience of staff 

members around the school. One of my students initially said 

that the school felt ‘soulless’ whilst visiting during the holidays, 

but with the arrival of students new and old, it couldn’t be 

further from the truth.                                                             James 

 

 

 

 
 

Two of our Enrichment Sessions: 

Bike Maintenance in action! 

Free School Meals 

Your child may be able to get free 

school meals if you get any of the 

following: 

• Income Support  

• income-based Jobseeker's 

Allowance 

• income-related Employment 

and Support Allowance 

• support under part VI of the 

Immigration and Asylum Act 

1999 

• the guaranteed element of 

Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit - provided 

you’re not also entitled to 

Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no 

more than £16,190 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - 

paid for 4 weeks after you 

stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply 

on or after 1 April 2018 your 

household income must be 

less than £7,400 a year (after 

tax and not including any 

benefits you get) 

Check and apply now. 
The School Free meals team will let 

you know straight away if you 

qualify for free school meals. They 

will send you a confirmation email 

shortly after.  

Free school meals team can be 

contacted via: 

Email: 

freeschoolmeals@dorsetcouncil.gov

.uk 

Tel: 01305 221090 

 

 

 

Report a child’s absence 

We understand that absence due 

to illness health can be 

unavoidable.  

If your child is going to be absent, 

 

 

Reading recipes to bake 
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